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Logline: A Native American woman embarks on her first hunting trip that takes a grim turn, 
leaving the single mom on trial to defend herself against the State of Oregon. Based on actual 
events in 2018. 

While this logline is effective in its second half, setting up the protagonist’s central struggle and 
establishing the power dynamics at play (the single mom versus the State of Oregon), its first half 
lacks specificity and is rather vaguely worded: is it Ryan’s first ever hunting trip, which happens 
to take a grim turn, or is it one of many hunting trips, just the first one that happens to end 
grimly? Equally, is there a way of implying what this grim turn might be, in order to better set up 
the plot of the full feature? For example, an alternative logline might run: “When her first 
hunting trip ends in tragedy, a Native American woman must defend herself against the State of 
Oregon in order to retain custody of her young daughter” (though the specific plot details here 
may necessarily change). 

Premise/Theme 

From its logline, Union County focuses on the legal battle of Chickasaw single mother Ryan after 
an unspecified hunting incident, with themes of justice, oppression, and heritage running 
throughout. While this extract does well at presenting Ryan’s family and community in a short 
space of time, as well as seeding references to sexual assault against Native American women, 
more could perhaps be done to establish how these themes will tie together as summarized in 
the logline, for example, by showing us more of the hunting incident (whether aftermath or 
otherwise) as a direct and painful contrast to the status quo to which the scene transitions. 

Hook/Stakes/Plot 

At present, this extract could benefit from a streamlining of scenes in order to establish the 
conflict Ryan’s character will face in this story. In her scenes with Priscilla, the stakes of what she 
has to lose are clearly established, however, due to the rather truncated opening sequence, the 
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direction of the story beyond the first ten pages remains quite opaque, and much time is spent in 
the extract showing Ryan’s daily routine, when only a couple of scenes are perhaps needed here. 
A solution could be to use the voiceover already present on P2 to transition straight into Ryan’s 
lecture, before moving onto Ryan’s interactions with Priscilla at home, removing the rather 
strange time jump on P5 during which little is advanced. Additionally, perhaps the script could 
also return somehow to the hunting incident before the extract’s cutoff point, thereby providing 
a reader with some extra context and an indication of future plot trajectory. 

Characters 

The first ten pages of Union County ably establish the mother-daughter dynamic between Ryan 
and Priscilla, selling the former well as a single mother burdened with many responsibilities and 
living life as a balancing act. The contrast between the hunter Ryan at the beginning and the 
caregiver Ryan in later scenes is also interesting to witness, and will likely make for compelling 
character drama in the full feature. Finding a way to include more of Ryan’s interaction with 
Grandpa in this opening extract could also show us another interesting dynamic between Ryan 
and her Chickasaw elders, adding a further layer to her character. 

Dialogue/Sound 

Dialogue in the extract is generally good, interactions between characters coming across as 
realistic and helping to establish each of their personalities. A couple of lines however read a 
little on the expositional side, and could afford to be shorter, such as Ryan’s speech to Grandpa 
at the bottom of P10: “Grandpa, how can you say…” Arguably, this dialogue could be shortened 
to simply the line: “It’s already hard enough to get a babysitter for a weekend, let alone the 
entire week”, as this would give a reader the essence of the speech without repeating details or 
running the risk of telling not showing when we have already seen plenty of Ryan’s routine. 

Production/Presentation 

The extract is well laid out and formatted correctly, with the writer’s voice coming through well 
in action paragraphs. An additional proofread will help remove the few remaining errors, such 
as “on the on the floor” (P8) and the missing space “assaulted.We” (P5). The presence of Native 
American characters offers an excellent opportunity for onscreen representation, as does the 
extract’s strong female lead. From a production standpoint, this story would be easy to produce 
and budget-friendly, thanks to its modern setting and simple locations. 

Conclusion 

As the first ten pages of a longer feature, Union County boasts excellent representation and 
presentation standards and a compelling female lead, as well as a family and community 
dynamic to which an audience will quickly warm. Adjusting the beginning of the extract to 
include more of the hunting incident could help establish the plot sooner and ensure a 
compelling hook while streamlining later scenes to make full use of the premise. 


